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Since the war, Eva has stayed in the Chancellery
in the Wilhelmstrasse where Hitler's sister, Paula, never
cared to live. Paula stays at Berchtesgaden and Eva is
fulfilling her functions as housekeeper and attending to
Hitler's personal requirements in Berlin. She is always
near him, brings him milk or fruit when he works late
and when nobody else is allowed to enter his study.
No wonder people talk of a romance, but those who
know Hitler discredit these rumours. They are cer-
tainly not true.
Eva, on the contrary, has confided to friends that
not even she can make Hitler laugh any more. Neither
can Ribbentrop, who once boasted that he was always
able to tell funny stories which appealed to his Fuehrer.
Hitler has been seen laughing at Ribbentrop's jokes,
and many said that his ability to tell funny stories was
Ribbentrop's only asset.
Since the Nazi-Soviet pact this, too, has changed.
Not, as the story in Nazi quarters goes, because Ribben-
trop by negotiating the alliance has now achieved for
Hitler a real asset. On the contrary. Hitler was per-
suaded by Ribbentrop into agreeing to the Nazi-Soviet
negotiations. But the man who has broken his word more
often than any other statesman in the world, is said now
to detest Ribbentrop for having induced him to abandon
his anti-Soviet policy.
He knows that it was necessary! He feels that it was the
only way out of the dilemma in which he had landed
himself. He still thinks that Ribbentrop is a statesman of
Bismarck's calibre, the greatest diplomat alive. But he
hates him, because he blames him for his own betrayal
of his dearest Nazi principle.
Diplomats who spoke to Hitler about the pact with
Stalin found him triumphant that he had avoided the